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In 2010, the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) adopted final rules under Section 1502 of Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act relating to “Conflict Minerals.” Section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Act was adopted because Conflict Minerals originating from the Democratic Republic of Congo (the “DRC”) and adjoining countries (the “Covered Countries”) may directly or indirectly be funding or benefitting illegal armed groups committing human rights atrocities in that region. These Conflict Minerals, cassiterite, wolframite, coltan and gold ore from the DRC and the Covered Countries are refined into the metals tin, tungsten, tantalum, and gold. These metals are making their way into the supply chain of companies in the United States of America.

NRL & Associates, Inc. is committed to avoiding the use of Conflict Minerals, which directly or indirectly finance armed groups in the DRC or adjoining countries. While NRL does not have complete visibility into the sources of all materials used to produce products due to the complexity of NRL’s supply chain, we are actively engaged with our suppliers to promote responsible sourcing practices. 

NRL & Associates, Inc. has adopted this policy to exclude the use of DRC conflict minerals in vendor supplied products whenever required by our customers. NRL is not a publicly traded company and therefore, not subject to section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Act. However, many of our customers require NRL to adopt policies and procedures that will insure the products supplied to them are DRC conflict-free, as defined by section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act OF 2010. 

NRL & Associates, Inc. Conflict Minerals Policy
NRL & Associates, Inc. deplores the violence in the DRC and adjoining countries and is committed to supporting responsible sourcing of conflict minerals from the region. NRL & Associates, Inc. expects its suppliers to adopt a similar policy.
Conflict Minerals -  Suppliers are expected to supply materials to NRL & Associates, Inc. that are "DRC conflict-free" or to disclose to NRL any DRC Conflict Minerals used in their products supplied to NRL. "DRC conflict-free" means (1) any "conflict minerals" (coltan, cassiterite, wolframite, or their derivatives: tin, tantalum or tungsten [collectively the "3TGs"]) necessary to the functionality or production of supplied materials do not directly or indirectly come from mining or mineral trading in the Democratic Republic of Congo or an adjoining country, or (2) any 3TGs in supplied materials are from recycled or scrap sources. Suppliers are expected to adopt policies and management systems with respect to conflict minerals and to require their suppliers to adopt similar policies and systems.
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